            "Steve Kliewer" skliewer@charter.net
This was a superb program.  

I learned a great deal about cutting edge particle physics, astronomy, & cosmology, as well as the practical aspects of collaborations and experimental physics.  

I plan to use this experience in my classroom to make science a much more real and human endeavor to students.  Not only can I share my personal experiences and new up-to-date knowledge but I also have many contacts that are willing to help also.  

The National Scientific Balloon Facility Manager, Danny Ball, offered to help us arrange for student designed experiments to be piggybacked on future balloon flights.  This is an extremely interesting opportunity.  I plan to involve my entire science department in a collaboration.  I see one package from our school containing several experiments from each of the sciences (physics, biology, earth, astronomy, ...).  Mr. Ball also offered to include a video camera recording the experiment during the flight.

Web Resources for Students:

Why a balloon

http://topweb.gsfc.nasa.gov/balloon/why.html

How helium balloons work

http://www.howstuffworks.com/helium.htm

Incorporation of Scientific Ballooning into Science Education at Goddard HS, Roswell, NM

http://www.aas.org/publications/baas/v31n5/aas195/301.htm

http://sol.nmsu.edu/ideas.html

http://sol.nmsu.edu/ideas98.html

Near Space Science,

http://www.mwt.net/~mayen1/educators.html

Edge of Space Science

http://www.eoss.org/pubs/eossinfo.htm

NASA Scientific Balloons Carry First Student Payloads

http://www.qadas.com/qadas/nasa/nasa-hm/0246.html

Student designed high-altitude life sampler

http://nis-www.lanl.gov/~ddupre/balloon_basics.html

Using Labview and the G Math Toolkit to Develop a User-Configurable Telemetry Program

http://www.tyler.net/fortenberry/aircraft/ldb_aircraft.htm

CprE 265x, SCIENTIFIC BALLOON ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS

http://www3.ee.iastate.edu/stuinfo/courses/eeweb/ee265x.htm

STUDENT LAUNCH PROGRAM:    GUIDELINES FOR BALLOON FLIGHTS

http://spacescience.nasa.gov/nra/96-oss-12/appc.html

I already have been using cosmic ray experiments as part of my curriculum. Data from this experiment will round this out nicely.  I am looking forward to using the event displays of characteristic interactions (James Dann is currently working on this)  to extend this unit dramatically.  Thanks again for this wonderful opportunity.

