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August 13, 2004
On behalf of the faculty and staff of COSMOS (the California State Summer School for Mathematics and Science), I am pleased to submit this performance assessment for David
Tsao
.  Designed specifically for talented and motivated high school students, COSMOS is a selective four-week summer residential program for young scholars with demonstrated interest and achievement in math and science. Located on three University of California campuses (Davis, Irvine, and Santa Cruz), COSMOS provides students with an unusual opportunity to work side-by-side with outstanding researchers and university faculty, covering topics that extend beyond the typical high school curriculum.

Each COSMOS student enrolls in one of several topical course "clusters" for the duration of the program. Each course is designed and instructed by UCSC faculty, lecturers, researchers and graduate students. Academic activities include lectures, labs, field trips, and demonstrations. Every COMOS student researches and prepares a final project which is presented to other program participants and in their home communities.

David
Tsao attended COSMOS on the University of California, Santa Cruz campus during the summer of 2004 and was enrolled in Cluster 9, Particle and Astrophysics. This cluster was dedicated to taking students into our current knowledge of the very largest and very smallest mysteries in our universe.

David’s  overall academic performance at COSMOS was, excellent). His final project, whose quality was outstanding, consisted of measuring the mass of positrons emitted from a radioactive source. David exhibited particular strengths in teamwork, analytical thinking, and applying knowledge in new ways. He was tireless in working with complex equipment and debugging problems that came up. David would benefit from continued work towards improving communication with larger groups.  His part in his groups presentation demonstrated a superior grasp of many concepts which can benefit others.

Successful completion of the COSMOS program requires strong academic skills and motivation. David’s performance in this program reflects excellent aptitude in scientific and/or mathematical subjects, and we look forward to a bright academic career for this student.

Sincerely,
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Jamie Alonzo

Director, COSMOS

Dr. David Dorfan

Mr. Paul Graham

Mr. Stuart Briber

