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1 Integral formulae

Euler’s constant v appears in many integrals (often related, for example, to
the gamma function or the logarithmic integral function), we propose here to
enumerate a selection of such integrals. Some of those can be deduced from

others by elementary changes of variable.
We use the notation |z | for the floor function and {z} for the fractional part

of a number z.
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The integral (1) is often used to deduce an efficient algorithm to compute
many digits of v (see [4]).

2 Series formulae

Now here is a list of series for ~.

2.1 Basic series
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The alternating series (2) may be convenient to estimate Euler’s constant to
thousand decimal places thanks to convergence acceleration of alternating series
(see the related essay at [4]).

2.1.1 Ramanujan’s approach

In Ramanujan’s famous notebooks, we find another kind of Euler-Maclaurin like
asymptotic expansion; he writes
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with the variable p = n(n + 1)/2, which extends Cesaro’s estimation. This rep-
resentation may also be deduced from the classical Euler-Maclaurin expansion
with Bernoulli’s numbers.

2.2 Around the zeta function

When he studied «, Euler found some interesting series which allow to compute

it with the integral values of the Riemann zeta function. He used one of those

to give the first estimation of his constant (a five correct digits approximation).
There are many formulae giving v as function of the Riemann zeta function

¢(s), some are easy to prove. We provide the demonstration of one example.
By definition, we may write:
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and using the series for log(1 — ) when x =1/k < 1:
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then by associativity of this positive sum:
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So we’ve just demonstrated a first relation between v and the zeta functions.
Because it’s clear that ((i) — 1 is equivalent to 1/2¢ when i becomes large, some
of those series have geometric convergence (of course one has to evaluate (()
for different integral values of 7).

A general improvement can be made if we start the series with k > 2 by
computing its first terms, that is, for any integer n > 1:
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and the result now becomes
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so that the rate of convergence is better. This function ((s,a) is known as the
Hurwitz Zeta function. For different values of n, the identity for v gives
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or in term of {(s,a) and the harmonic number H,,
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2.2.1 Zeta series
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In Kluyver’s formulae the ay are rational numbers defined by:
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and 0 < a < 1/(k+ 1). Here are the first values:
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Kluyver’s last relation may be used to compute a few thousand digits of ~.

3 Euler’s constant and number theory

3.1 Dirichlet estimation

In 1838, Lejeune Dirichlet (1805-1859) showed that the mean of the divisors
function d(k) (numbers of divisors of k, [5]) of all integers from 1 to n is such
as

%Zd(k;):logn—l—@v—l)—&-O(%).
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For example a direct computation with n = 10° produces
1 n
- > " d(k) —logn = 0.1545745350...
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while (2y — 1) = 0.1544313298...

3.2 Mertens formulae

If p represents a prime number, Franz Mertens (1840-1927) gave in 1874 the two
beautiful formulae ([8], [5]):
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The product (3) is equivalent to the series
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and the relation (4) for « is very similar to it’s definition relation, but this time,
only the prime numbers are taken into account in the sum.

but when p is large

3.3 Von Mangoldt function

The von Mangoldt function A(k) is generated by mean of the Zeta function as
follow [5]:
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and it’s also defined by

A(k) = log(p) if k = p™ for any prime p
A(k) = 0 otherwise.

The relation (5) may also be written as

() (AR -1
R S !

((s) +

=

from which, by taking the limits as s tends to 1, we deduce the interesting series

expansion:
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4 Approximations

Unlike the constant 7, few approximations are available for -, it may be useful
to list a few of those.



4.1 Rational approximations

The continued fraction representation makes it easy to find the sequence of the
best rational approximations:

v =10;1,1,2,1,2,1,4,3,13,5,1,1,8,1,2,4,1,1,40,1,11,3,7,1,7,1,1,5,1,49, 4, 1,65, ...],

that is, in term of fractions
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For example, by mean of the continued fractions, we get
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A more exotic fraction due to Castellanos [2] is
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